
Chelsea Cultural Council  
Minutes 8/28/18 

August 28, 2018 6:30pm 
 
 

Members:  Marlene Jennings, Chair; Dakeya Christmas, Co-Chair; Juliana Borgiani, Treasurer;   
                      Sharlene McLean; Devra Sari Zabot, Recorder 
Absent:  Sharlene McLean 
Guest:  Angela McCoy 
Staff:  Bea Cravatta, Omar Miranda, Nathalie Pardo 
 
 
I. Minutes of 7/24/18 unanimously approved 
 
II. FY18 Grant Steering 
  
Reimbursement documentation was signed by Marlene and Juliana for processing. 
Marlene reviewed outstanding FY18 projects:   Central American Independence Celebration Parade 
Marlene:  Fiesta happening September.  Nathalie Pardo is manages the city’s permitting process and 
reports that the festival is scheduled to happen on Sept. 15, 10:00am - 6:00pm at Highland Park: stage, 
performers, live music. Rain date Sept. 16. Permission to use the rental car parking lot- 500 people. Police 
Details assigned - 8 officers. Project was awarded $1000.  People of Chelsea photographs are still being 
taken by Darlene DaVita. Nathalie Pardo received permit request for Monday of this week, but as it was 
too hot - will be requesting other dates.  
 
     FY19 Grant Info Sessions 
Members planned Informational session for Williams Building Lobby September 24th - 2pm - 6pm    
Dakeya, Omar, Natalie, Marlene, Bea.  During the first week of September -the MCC will announce the 
FY19 Allocation for each Local Cultural Council.  
 
All the info will be out on all publications and social media and in Chelsea Record, and the library.   Are 
there are any other venues to host an info session (can we set up at Market Basket or Ciao Market for 
instance).   Marlene suggested adding to the artist survey how people found out about the CCC Grants 
CCC Sept. 25th meeting:  members will decide on the date for tabling at the high school.  Omar Miranda 
and team will come back with a list of where the grant info will be posted.   
 
III. GRANTS MEETING WITH GREENROOTS 
 
GreenRoots reached out to CCC to help with a grant with the National Endowment for the Arts.  Wanted 
to have a decision before our meeting tonight.  There was not enough forthcoming info from GreenRoots 
for council to understand what type of involvement CCC would need.  Sharlene explained to the 
GreenRoots team is that it was too short of notice to participate at this time.  
 
Marlene to contact Roseanne Bongiovanni, Executive Director Green Roots if she could come to meeting 
in September.  Also to ask Mimi Graney if she wants to attend this meeting.  The focus is on funding and 
grant money.   Roseanne’s idea is to get a group effort to apply to these types of grant.   
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IV. PROJECTS AND EVENTS: 
 
Painted Boxes 
 
Received three submissions.  Homework:  Review submissions; set up another meeting that is public - 
Sharlene needs to attend.  Sept. 4th or (First choice) Sept. 6th - 6:30pm; Williams.   
Members can ask to applicants to tweak their design, and can advise which boxes are most appropriate 
for the design. 
 
LOC Mural Project Update 
Concern about the site from Amy Schlegel, Art Consultant- would be difficult to paint on the site if the 
mortar was not repointed.  Amy recommended using Tyvek.  Bea Cravatta researched information on 
Dupont /Tyvek- types of outdoor murals using the material.  Bea spoke to Dupont Corporation who does 
not recommend using Tyvek on outside buildings due to concerns that the adhesive would not hold up 
during inclement weather.  
—Demetrius Fuller, Artist suggests to have the mural right on the wall.  Owners of the building located at 
Cherry/Everett Street are in agreement. As long as the owners can repair the wall - they could place the 
mural on the building.  Owner wants to have more examples of what the mural would look like.    Need to 
come back in with a tight timeline.   
—Bea and Demetrius will follow up with building owner.  Marlene writing to Demetrius to ask for a 
project plan.  Timeline of when owner is looking to repair the mortar.  Bea would ask Legal Dept to 
prepare the agreement.  Demetrius has several people to help work on the mural.  Would have to paint in 
Oct. and Nov.  
— Angela McCoy encouraged members to check our ArtWorks in Cincinnati - teen group that paints 
murals 
 
 FY18 Grantee Reception 
Site to be selected for the 2018 Reception:  City Hall Gallery —Commodore Yacht Club - Plenty of 
parking.   Headquarters for Eastern Salt- owners may be open to this —hold event in November.  Marlene 
to call Commodore. Budget:  $450 in the past/ Bea to find out how much money is available for the event 
Can also have music at the event —People brought art work - but what else can we ask people to bring or 
do.  Toscanini’s cookies - with the logo was a big hit!  
 
V. OTHER BUSINESS 
Mass Cultural Council - for FY20 grants– grantee recipients will have 100% upfront money. No 
reimbursement.  This year is still reimbursement.  Nathalie and Omar  went to regional meeting for LCCs 
at the Cambridge Library - the event had few people attending who are cultural council members. 
 
City Hall Gallery – currently the Chelsea Public Schools student art work is being exhibited. Planning for 
the Chelsea Cultural Council (CCC) to oversee different exhibits throughout the year.  The CCC would have 
input into what goes up in the gallery.  Natalie to reach out to artists - but the Council would decide who 
displays. Does not have to be a Chelsea resident; call Natalie at 617.466.4073 to recommend someone.  
Next Meeting: Sept 4 or 6 at 6:30pm (members to be notified by Chair) and regular monthly meeting on 
Sept. 25, 2018  6:30pm Williams Building. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 7:35pm            Recorder: Devra Sari Zabot 


